
Pesticide reduction strategies
Denmark has led the way by:
➢ More strict demands regarding protection 

of ground water
➢ A tax on pesticides – increased in 2013
➢ A ban on most PFAS-pesticides in 2025

A stricter policy is necessary, as DK has the 
most intensive agriculture in Europe

We need:
➢ More organic agriculture
➢ Reduction in the conventional agriculture – 
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IPM principles in short

From the Sustainable Use Directive 

(SUD)

➢ More crop rotation

➢ Identify pests and monitor pest 

population levels

➢ Prefer non-chemical solutions

➢ Use spot-spraying – where 

unacceptable attacks are seen

➢ Strengthen ecological 

infrastructure

SUD and the IPM-principles must 

be fully implemented
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Be careful with the words 
– and the statistics!

➢ A large share of Danish farmers use 

”precision spraying” This can be 

spot-spraying (from IPM), but most 

often it is a narrow use of technology 

– f.ex. GPS on the field sprayer. 

➢ We need studies and goals for and 

registration of pesticide reduction

➢ Use of pesticides has been reduced 

in DK, but not since around 2015

➢ The present reduction goals refer to 

pesticide load – the risk for health 
and environment, but only the 

known risks count
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