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Pesticides regulation 
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A new proposal from the Commission on biocontrol is expected in 
December 2025 

The proposal will be a simplification package aiming to accelerate 
access to innovative biocontrol solutions. 

This will be achieved by tackling procedural inefficiencies and 
reallocating or increasing resources in Member State authorities and 
the European Food Safety Authority. 

The proposal also intends to expand market access for plant 
protection products through stronger mutual recognition of product 
authorisations between Member States and strengthened support for 
minor uses.



 The overall goal of the Danish Government     
is to reduce the pesticide load by nearly 53 
% by the end of 2026 compared with
 2011. 

 The Pesticides tax has been changed in 
2023 to reduce to use of the most 
problematic substances.
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Reduction goal in the SUD

In the National action plan the goal is 1,43 Pesticides Load Indicator based on 
sales data from 2025 to be evaluated in 2026.



PFAS in Denmark
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EU proposal to ban PFAS – REACH restriction proposal from DE, DK, 
NL, NO, SE from 2023 

Active substances in plant protection products are exempted from the 
EU proposal.
Co-formulants in plant protection products are included in the EU 
proposal.

Active substances in plant protection products account for approx. 2% 
of the total sales in the EU of substances that meet the PFAS 
definition.

The EU proposal calls for the Commission to update the pesticide 
regulation so that the use of active substances that can be 
characterized as PFAS is limited as much as possible.

PFOS



PFAS pesticides in Denmark
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 TFA has been found widespread in Danish groundwater wells.

 The large even geographical distribution of the findings of TFA 
indicates that the main source is not due to pesticides. There are 
other well-known sources of TFA, e.g. refrigerants.

 A research report from December 2024 showed formation of TFA 
from five active substances in PPPs currently approved in Denmark 
(and two active substances in previously approved PPPs).  

 The Danish EPA has reassessed six active substances in a total of 
33 PPPs and banned their use.

 The ban of 33 PFAS pesticide products will decrease the pesticide 
load in 2026. 

Fluopyram



Water pollution: Council and Parliament reached provisional deal to update 
priority substances in surface and ground waters on 23rd September
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Updated list of pollutants: The agreement introduces new substances into the priority lists, 
including pesticides, pharmaceuticals, bisphenols, and per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS). 

Trifluoroacetic acid (TFA), a breakdown product of certain PFAS, will be added to the initially 
proposed sum of 24 PFAS for surface water.

A sum standard of pesticides for surface waters is also introduced and set at 0.2 µg/l, covering 
substances already listed as priority substances. 

For groundwater a sum of 4 PFAS has been added as well as a dynamic reference to the drinking 
water directive for the sum of PFAS.



Council conclusions on the European Water Resilience Strategy

 On October 21th 2025 the Environment Council adopted a set of Council conclusions 
reacting to the European Commission’s Water Resilience Strategy from June.

 In the conclusions, the 27 environment ministers: 

• underline the need to address and prevent water pollution at source, including 
persistent and emerging pollutants such as PFAS, 

• call on the European Commission to take the necessary measures in line with the EU 
Zero Pollution Action Plan and the Chemical Strategy for Sustainability to phase out 
the most harmful chemicals and

• stress the urgency for the Union to tackle pollutants at the source that pose a risk to 
our vital sources of drinking water. 

/ Miljø- og Ligestillingsministeriet - Departementet / Titel på præsentation7


