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Gehlareurban strategists and
designers, who put peoplefirst.

Wework in citiesaroundthe world,
to helppeoplesolvetheir most

difficult challenges.



2000-2020
Making public life 
visible through data, 
strategy and design in 
over 250 cities around 
the world over two 
decades.

We make people-first transformations globally
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1. Understandingthe COVID-19 impacton Cph
- Before/ during/after insights

2. International examplesof communitymobility initiativesς
1. Barcelona Super Blocks
2. National Street Service ςBoise and Philadelphia
3. ThriveZones ςCopenhagen
4. Micro-mobility with LyftςAustin, New York, Denver

3. 5 questionsand suggestions to considerfor traffic Islands going
forward
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Vi registrerer
hvordanfolk 
bevægersig

Vi registrerer
folk som

opholdersig
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Metode: Indsamlingaf bylivsdata
Over 80 surveyors, 4 byer (April, Maj, Juni)
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Metode: kvalitativestudier

Over 1.000 respondenter(på tværsaf byerne)
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Øvrige datakilder: 

-Over 400.000 opslagpåsocialemedier

-Størredatasætfra blandtandetJCDecaux ogMetroselskabet

-1:1 interviewer (udei byerne)
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L ƴŜŘƭǳƪƴƛƴƎǎǇŜǊƛƻŘŜƴΧ 



GehlτMakingCitiesfor People

Å PåFrederiksberggade/Strøget, Kbhfaldt antal
menneskermed 80%

Å PåSøndergadei Horsens faldt antal
menneskermed optil 96% 

Χ Gikaktiviteten i
bymidterne væsentligtned
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Χ Samtidigblevlokale
mødestederpåtværsaf
byernevigtigere! 
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Flerebørnogældre
anvendtebyensrum 
end før.
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L ƎŜƴňōƴƛƴƎǎǇŜǊƛƻŘŜƴΧ 
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Københavnhar klaret at udfladedets 
fodgængeraktivitetskurve
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Χ a9b generelter vi stadigvæk
ikke tilbage til ŘŜǘ άnormaleέΗ 
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People are more 
likely to walk, 
bike ςbut also 
drive
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During the lockdown, local meeting places thrived ςthey 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΧAdults Kids
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Local placesaremore popular
after peoplewereintroduced
to them
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How might these
insightsinsights
apply for traffic
islands? 
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1.Car use is going up and public transit is down ςcan traffic islands be 
targeted to re-invigorate transit use in the short-term and make it more 
resilient long-term?

2.Local areas are more popular than ever ςshould the ones with the 
greatest amenity and housing mix be prioritized for traffic islands? 

3.The social life of the city is changing ςincreased demand for green 
space, more safe contact with acquaintances outdoors. How might 
traffic islands be designed respond to this reality?

Traffic islands Part of building back better from 
COVID-19 

Covid19.gehlpeople.com
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How might traffic 
islands help make 

Copenhagen the best 
city in the world for 

people? 

мΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ άƭƻŎŀƭέ 
traffic islands ςensure equity

2. How might the traffic island concept 
impact broader initiatives around car 
ownership and promoting the green 
transition?

3. Will traffic islands contribute to 
major reduction Co2 Consumption, or 
just move traffic to other places?

4. How might traffic islands promote 
health equity?

5. How might traffic islands respond to 
trends ςCOVID, e-commerce, high 
vacancy rates and increased use of local 
neighborhoods?
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1. Who will be 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ άƭƻŎŀƭέ 

traffic islands?

Equity
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Equity

1. Who will be impacted 
by local traffic islands?

Survey of over 1000 copenhagenersin Feb, April, 
June
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Where people spend time by neighborhood

Østerbro Vesterbro Valby

Sydhavn Nordvest Nørrebro
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2. How will the traffic 
island concept impact 

broader initiatives 
around car ownership 
and switch to e-cars?

Health
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Private car ownership
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Equity

How will traffic islands 
improve access to jobs 

and affordable housing?

20% 
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90% 
increase

85% 
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3. Will traffic islands-
truly make a major 

impact on Co2 
Consumption?

Climate Action
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By developing circular economy 
ƳƻŘŜƭǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŘǳŎŜΧΦ

Source: Ellen Macarthur foundation
ōȅ нлолΣ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ όпу҈ 
reduction of carbon dioxide emissions by 
2030, or 83% by 2050)

48% less 
Co2

from mobility, food, and the built environment 
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The entire built environment and Food system have an 
equally important role to play



GehlτMakingCitiesfor People
GehlτMakingCitiesfor People

4. How might the traffic 
island concept be 

connected with renewed 
focus on health equity?
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Politics

έ±ƛ ƪŀƴ ƛƪƪŜ ōŀǊŜ ƭŀŘŜ ŘŜǘ ǾŋǊŜ ƻǇ ǘƛƭ ŘŜƴ 
enkelte at træffe nogle sunde valg og lave 
ƴƻƎƭŜ ƪŀƳǇŀƎƴŜǊ ƻƳ ŘŜǘέΣ 

Magnus Heunickesept8 2020 politiken
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5. How might the traffic island 
concept be considered together 

with e-commerce, high retail 
vacancy rates and the rediscovery 

of local area high streets
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Covidhar skubbetpåtrends ogtendensersom
alleredevar påvejΧ

Ny data fra 
Institut 
Center-
planlægning
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2 juli 2020

27 Aug2020
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How might traffic 
islands help make 

Copenhagen the best 
city in the world for 

people? 

мΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ άƭƻŎŀƭέ 
traffic islands ςensure equity

2. How might the traffic island concept 
impact broader initiatives around car 
ownership and promoting the green 
transition?

3. Will traffic islands contribute to 
major reduction Co2 Consumption, or 
just move traffic to other places?

4. How might traffic islands promote 
health equity?

5. How might traffic islands respond to 
trends ςCOVID, e-commerce, high 
vacancy rates and increased use of local 
neighborhoods?
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Barcleona-TheάbirthǇƭŀŎŜέ  ƻŦ thesuperblock

Maria Sisternas-
Served as Projects Director at the 
Barcelona City Council at the Urban 
Habitat Department (a Macro Area in 
charge of Housing, Planning, 
Infrastructures, Utilities, Energy and 
IT), she led the urban transformation of 
the city under Mayor Xavier Trias

mandate.
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Making cities for and with people

gehlpeople.com

#citiesforpeople

@jeff_risom
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First super block - Close to Camp Nou
BCN stadium ςLes Corts. (100k people 
every weekend) 
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